Bt PEORD T £ D DEEHRICE T 5 REREH O v REME DR
— CRHEZOWEIANRHZ MR E L THEE SHRDOFEHID O DG
Y
BRDOKRL KRR
email: kb5j-kyt@asahi-net.or.jp

ﬁi\HK&%@%@&E%&%&@@&EK&w\Hﬁ%u%wﬁ;%lﬁk?%?%&ﬁﬁ@?S%t%ﬁ%
MLTw3, ZREEESEICE T 32 BEDFEMIZ. FELLDRMNRIEZIAE L ZWvnoicd, FEHICT 3
BERELLELEDICHEETHLILIBZ7u75—F (1994) nEiERINTVwIDICHLEHLST., HED
BRI, BEBEETEHT 2 &) BRI ERIE O RADMER LR OIGERIE 2 Sl BRI NTw 21T &%
V, BRMEEICREER G T 2 R0 BB 2 HE C 7212, AR TlR, FEDDREEN LY 2 REEESE s
B, REEERAOCTEEEERZToTOIEFAZID EF, 20 ENRLREEE KBS OB S T oREE2HE -
ST 5,

2ETRONRILEAEROTEB OB FIRE (NESE) T WY LiF-#RH: TEEE °hs, ¥EXE
k. RAIRE (199 7) 2% U7 THE - MR - HAGEMHAERYEE ) olaiciEoE, 55 L hEEE O RER
LB LT 7, TREBIC K 2178E ) ONE L REESERE OB E 11T %2, EO = > DR (SIERH
A, PAEHR, 8- HB) LIS LZEZ A, RHEZ TR, TEROEE) LHL VOGMEHREE K-> Tw»
7oo PEBRORN T, PENICOBEIM A, BEMCORBEEGICER LY, S CciibnkEeeiaz b
EEONTHELZHVTES A0 R LMY A b R ons, TGS » A% T3, BM CoaidiclI L - FifE
HEITHIAT 20T %L, BMXOTF—<I2HT 27D OMEMNHZIHEL S 2 EDP T EHICHADHNYT
LI LHENREI N, DEDZ Eh s, REEREKES L. TEEE OB U W T INE RO L # 1
6\?&%®%Om§&ﬂﬁ%@%\%ﬁ@ﬂt!&@ﬂ%%ﬁ?%%%ﬁ??é\%EN@E%OT%ﬁM¢%k
WHIEELTELTCWE I EBREINA,

Exploring the Possibilities of Mother Tongue Tutorials:

Case Study of Japanese Language Class Preparation for a Chinese Child in Japan
Kiyota Junko, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University, Tokyo, Japan

Although the number of language minority (LM) students enrolled in Japanese schools has been increasing in
recent years, the use of these children’s mother tongue has in general been limited to textbook translations and the
dispatch of translators in Japan, despite the fact that Crawford (1994) and others have pointed out the importance of
L1 support to ensure LM children’s cognitive development and maintain their motivation to study. To help develop
concrete images of the possibilities for mother tongue use in elementary schools, this study reports on the content of
an L1 preparatory tutorial for an LM child’s Japanese language arts class as well as the kind of support given by the
native L1 speaking tutor.

The focus of this case study is a Chinese boy who had recently moved to Japan and enrolled in the fifth grade in
an elementary school and was being given after-school lessons aimed at preparing him for his Japanese language
arts class. The lessons were designed by the author and a native Chinese speaking graduate student based on
Okazaki’s (1997) concept of comprehensive subject instruction combining L1 and L2 (Japanese) preparatory
tutorials. The content of the L1 tutorial and the kind of support provided by the L1 tutor were analyzed at three
different periods: immediately after arrival and 6 months and 8 months later. At the start of the tutorial, Chinese
instruction covered the same kinds of questions as the child would later be asked in the school classroom. Six
months later, in addition to the kinds of questions that the student would face in the Japanese classroom, the L1
tutorial included questions on the writing techniques used in the Japanese reading passages and also taught four-
character Chinese idioms related to the passages. After eight months, the tutorial also included tasks aimed at
activating the child’s previously acquired knowledge of subjects covered in the reading passages, as well as activities
designed to help the boy discover the purpose of the reading. Thus, the L1 tutorial was seen not only to serve as a
foundation for the LM student’s understanding of the reading passages taught in his Japanese language arts class,
but also to secure a place where he could demonstrate his L1 proficiency and understanding of subjects, and thus
heighten his motivation to study the subject.
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