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Contribute to Bilingual Japan « 734 J VT VBE~DEBRREE
Bilingual Japan is the official newsletter of the Bilingualism Special Interest Group (B-SIG) of the
Japan Association for Language Teaching (JALT). The purpose of this publication is to provide B-SIG
members with articles and reports about bilingualism research and bilingual life and/or child-raising in
Japan. Bilingual Japan also provides information about recent B-SIG activities. While submissions are
only currently accepted in either English or Japanese, the content of submissions is nof limited to
Japanese-English bilingualism — all topics related to bilingualism in Japan, regardless of the
specified language, are more than welcome.
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The content of this newsletter depends on contributions from its readers. All SIG members and
other interested parties are invited to submit articles or reports for inclusion in these pages. Start by
writing about your family’s experience or something about bilingual parenting that concerns you. Even
if you feel that what you have to say is trivial, there is always someone who will be interested. Everyone
has a story to tell, and we look forward to hearing yours.
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Manuscript Guidelines * JFF B

Please consult the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th edition, as a
style guide. Refer to recent issues of the JALT Bilingualism SIG Newsletter for instances of layout and
referencing. (Editors and co-editors are here to help with this process — we welcome all voices, so please
do not feel intimidated by academic conventions of if you are not used to them).
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Bilingual Japan + 7>A 1) > 77 JLi815 invites a wide variety of submissions to columns that are not
necessarily included in every newsletter. Columns are listed below, and contributors with ideas for
submissions should feel free to consult with the editor(s) about proposals — we welcome any and all
voices that contribute to the bilingual community.
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Regular Columns * V¥ 27 —2 7 A
(1,000~3,000 words £ 72 1% 1500 F=~5000 FFLJE)

* Case Studies - BH| (Fr—2R2%75 1)
See a detailed description on page 5. (FISCREMIA UEfii 1 T3, FCHFRmIZEL L £3) .

» Children’s Resources (& Young Adult Book Reviews) « W& (E7iZv 77 Z V) MV
Y — AR EREE
A column about books, magazines, and other resources for bilingual children in Japan, including:
reviews and recommendations, information about where to get the resources, offers of resources to
exchange, or give free to a good home (no sales, please) and calls for help from B-SIG members
interested in producing their own children’s resources. Please send submissions to the column editor,
Daniel Pearce at pearce(@shitennoji.ac.ip.

HARDNSA Y HNVRE (720137 77 20 b)) T ORSHERE, Zofo ) Y —X12>
WT, bEa— (FE) BT ITOEREBNT L0027 A5TT (2L, WBIFIT=E
L) iz, VY —AHERESEOWBNIGFE L Z T ET, BMYIT. =27 56
£ @ Daniel Pearce (pearce@shitennoji.ac.ip) F TEED <X\,

* Resources Column « —ji% U VY — R /&%
Readers are encouraged to submit book reviews and introductions to materials that have relevance to
bilingualism. Word count is not prioritized — submissions should include introductions of resources that
could be beneficial to the bilingual (and emergent bilingual) community.
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* Voices * 254 V VLD

Readers are encouraged to submit both interviews and first-hand accounts of bilingualism in Japan.
Voices includes (but is not limited to) experiences of individual bilinguals in Japan, novice researchers,
graduate students, educational practitioners, and bilingual professionals. Submissions should have a
clear message that should contribute to the community and should be relatively short (around 1,000
words). Frustrations are also voices — articles that reasonably point out the struggles of bilinguals are
also welcome! Voices surrounding Japaneset+language-other-than-English are welcome.
Submissions to Daniel R. Pearce: pearce@shitennoji.ac.jp.
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* Current Research & Interests

A venue to keep readers up-to-date with links, news, and/or new research in bilingualism. Submissions
should generally be summaries of relatively new trends in bilingualism, preferably kept to under 1,000
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words, and accessible to general members. Any relevant topics to bilingualism (with particular
consideration to the Japanese context) will be considered. Please send submissions to the column editor,
Shaitan Alexandra at alexshaitan@yahoo.com
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Feature Articles * Si3C/E#/ELHE

These articles are longer and/or deal with topics not covered by the Regular Columns. No specific word
limit, but submissions should adhere to a semi-academic standard. Questions regarding submissions
should be directed to the newsletter editor.
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Guidelines for Case Study Articles + 6| (7r—ARXZ T 1) OHFRER
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The goal of a case study is to show how the process of teaching* and acquiring a minority language
and culture is carried out in individual cases. Writers should clearly explain to the reader the relevant
information regarding the main characters of the story, the situation that these characters came from
and/or are presently in, and the strategies and methods used to advance toward the stated goal. While a
case study is usually written by a parent about that parent’s child or children, any contributor who is
suitably informed about a particular situation is eligible to submit an article for publication.

Obviously, contributors should keep in mind their audience. Most Bilingualism SIG members
(numbering over 200, all of whom receive three online issues annually) have various years of experience
in this field. Many joined the SIG when their children were young, hoping to learn how to raise their
children to be bilingual, bi-literate, and bicultural. A contributor should strive to contribute to our
readers’ desire to know and learn, keeping in mind that our members have a wide range of personal
backgrounds, current family circumstances, and material and social resources.

* (Terms such as ‘teaching,” ‘teachers,” ‘learning,” etc. are used broadly in these guidelines and
can/do include people, practices, and experiences beyond a traditional school environment.)

Submission guidelines:

It is advisable to check with the editors before writing your article. It is best to propose an idea or an
abstract and then proceed upon the editors’ feedback. Reading past case studies is advisable.

Articles should be 1500-3000 words, though exceeding the upper cap, within reason, can usually be
accommodated. In certain circumstances, much longer articles are accepted but may be split into two
parts, appearing in successive issues. Check with the editors on this.

Editorial guidelines:

Case studies in this newsletter are generally not academic in nature. Rather, they are a focused
narrative on the real experiences of people in specific situations. References to research and theory, if
used at all, should be used sparingly. Many case studies are fine without such references. However,
meandering narratives will be rejected or sent back for revision. Articles should convey a clear story
that reveals the efforts and outcomes towards teaching and learning of the target language and/or culture,
whether successful or not.

Article structure:
- Introduction
This first part of your article should provide the relevant information about the ‘teachers’ and
‘learners’ (often the parents and children) — demographics, past and current residencies, education
history, language abilities, teaching strategies and methods, lifestyle and social circumstances, etc.
Pseudonyms are acceptable but should be acknowledged. A thesis statement of sorts should be included
to alert the reader to the direction and scope of the article.

- Body

This section should clearly deal with the main events of the article. Convey the steps taken to address
the problems stated in the (so-called) ‘thesis statement’ and the results of those steps. This is sometimes
the most personal part of an article, and conveying the thoughts, feelings, and behavior of the
participants towards successes or failures can be powerful. Be fair, be accurate, and be honest.

Typically, there is a third party involved in a case study -- a teacher, principal, a school, family
member, a ‘Saturday School’ board member’ etc. It is beneficial to the reader to explain this party’s
position and behavior adequately and honestly.

Details matter. Explain the methods you use in enough detail to give the reader a sense of how that
method worked in those circumstances. For example, methods might include reading English books at
bedtime, Skype sessions with cousins back home, Saturday school projects, daily ‘English-only’ periods,
or home-school routines. Helpful detail would include any ‘spin-off” activity vis a vis bedtime reading;



particulars of Skype sessions, i.e., do the kids just ‘wing it or are talking points set up beforehand?
What is the proficiency or ‘success’ of the exchanges? What excites kids in Saturday Schools to do
mid-week English homework in preparation for the Saturday lesson? What are the social benefits of
such an arrangement? For periods where ‘English-only’ is in effect, how does the child respond? Do all
siblings, or spouse, participate? To what affect?

- Conclusion

Wrap up your article by briefly summarizing the wins and losses, what you have learned, and the
path forward in the long and winding road ahead.

In the end, as a case study contributor, you are a storyteller. As always, good stories have drama,
suspense, protagonists who struggle, antagonists who thwart, success, failure, humor, irony, courage,
uncertainty, etc. Most importantly, good stories always connect with the reader. Your reader will be
much like you -- having much on the line, such as a precious child who they dearly want to succeed in
life. Your story will resonate with them. Tell it well.

Contacts:
Case study editor:
Ian Downer - downerian(@gmail.com

Newsletter editor (= = — A L' & —faEHE : FISCEMITILLTOT R L2 ET):
Daniel R. Pearce (£'7 — A + % =T /L) — pearce(@shitennoji.ac.jp
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