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JALT Bilingualism Special Interest Group

Statement of Purpose

The modern Japanese situation holds unique challenges and opportunities for the study of bilingualism.
Linguistically, Japanese, because of its extensive historical borrowing, shares some surface features with
Korean, Chinese, and even modern European languages, but it appeats to have no cleatly traceable
linguistic ties to any other major language. Sociologically, it can be argued that, as one of the most
industrialized of the Asian nations, postwar Japan has had an extraordinarily high degree of economic and
cultural exchange with Western nations, but that its adopted Western artifacts are only thinly overlaid on
zealously protected traditional culture. Psychologically, local bilingual and bicultural speakers of Japanese
and another language live in an environment with unique pressures and potentials. In view of these rich
areas for research and of Japan’s rising political and economic importance, disappointingly few studies of
bilingualism have emanated from Japan to date.

One of the purposes of the Bilingualism Special Interest
Group is to address the need for high quality research in this
uniquely exciting venue. As JALT members and their '
families comprise a significant portion of the bilinguals

available for convenient study, this Special Interest Group helps
to identify an extremely valuable pool of researchers and

bilingual participants willing and able to help each other

conduct significant studies, not only in the linguistic arena, but

also on the many social and psychological ramifications of
bilingualism in this particular society. As educators, JALT
members are ultimately dedicated to developing fully
functioning bilinguals. As bilinguals themselves, as the parents or spouses of bilinguals, however, JALT
members at the same time recognize that these individuals, minors in particular, are often in need of social
and psychological support. A second purpose of the Bilingualism Special Interest Group, then, is to
provide that support, in the form of disseminating research findings among this network of individuals
sharing common pressures, and providing timely information on alternatives and responses to common
problems affecting bilinguals in Japan, such as multicultural education, peer acceptance, and legal status.

Accordingly, this Special Interest Group proposes to:
1. encourage bilingualism research projects and the wide dissemination of findings by organizing an
extensive network of researchers and willing bilingual participants;
2. promote awareness of current developments of interest to these overlapping communities;
3. provide a base for mutual support among the group’s members.
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